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This volume contains papers presented in the 2nd International Conference of the 
Journal “Scuola Democratica” which took place online on 2-5 June 2021. The 
Conference was devoted to the needs and prospects of Reinventing Education.  

The challenges posed by the contemporary world have long required a rethinking of 
educational concepts, policies and practices. The question about education ‘for 
what’ as well as ‘how’ and ‘for whom’ has become unavoidable and yet it largely 
remained elusive due to a tenacious attachment to the ideas and routines of the past 
which are now far off the radical transformations required of educational systems. 
Scenarios, reflections and practices fostering the possibility of change towards the 
reinvention of the educational field as a driver of more general and global changes 
have been centerstage topics at the Conference. Multidisciplinary approach from 
experts from different disciplinary communities, including sociology, pedagogy, 
psychology, economics, architecture, political science has brought together 
researchers, decision makers and educators from all around the world to investigate 
constraints and opportunities for reinventing education.  

The Conference has been an opportunity to present and discuss empirical and 
theoretical works from a variety of disciplines and fields covering education and thus 
promoting a trans- and inter-disciplinary discussion on urgent topics; to foster 
debates among experts and professionals; to diffuse research findings all over 
international scientific networks and practitioners’ mainstreams; to launch further 
strategies and networking alliances on local, national and international scale; to 
provide a new space for debate and evidences to educational policies. In this 
framework, more than 800 participants, including academics, educators, university 
students, had the opportunity to engage in a productive and fruitful dialogue based on 
research, analyses and critics, most of which have been published in this volume in 
their full version. 

 

ISBN 978-88-944888-6-9  



 

 

 

Citizenship, Work and The Global Age 
A Premise 
 

What is education for? This philosophical question cannot be answered ignoring 
contributions from social and educational sciences. The growing focus on learning outcomes 
should have prompted discussion on the values and aims in defining policy objectives and 
developing accountability systems and evidence-based approaches. Whereas for years 
public discourse on education has most frequently been confined to a merely sector-based 
perspective, without addressing the relationship (i.e., interdependency and/or autonomy) 
with globalised societies or to face the new challenges of contemporary’s world. The 
relationship between education and society and the issue of aims can be observed in a new 
context which has seen the weakening of the society-nation equation and the strengthening 
of global dimensions. 

The crisis born of the pandemic is more and more global and multidimensional. It inevitably 
obliges to ask what the post-pandemic socio-economic scenarios could be and what 
challenges might emerge from the transformations of education and training systems and 
policies. Many researchers and observers think that the most relevant of these challenges is 
that of inequalities between and within countries. The medium-long term nature of many of 
these challenges poses a complex question: does the pandemic tend to widen or narrow the 
time-space horizons of people perceptions, rationalities, and decisions? 

For decades, the field of education and training has witnessed continuous growth in 
globalization and internationalization: just think of the role of the large-scale assessment 
surveys and the increasing influence of international organisations. Phenomena and 
concepts such as policy mobility (lending and borrowing) or – within another field of research 
– policy learning, as well as global scaling up, global-local hybridization and policy 
assemblage might find a useful opportunity of debate and in-depth analysis in this stream. 
This might also be true of the related issue regarding how comparative research must be 
carried out and of the relationship between some government ‘technologies’ adopted in the 
latest cycle of policies – for example, quasi-market, evaluation, and autonomy of schools and 
universities – and the ever more criticized neo-liberal paradigm. In this framework, without 
any revival of the political or methodological nationalism, a critical rethinking of the national 
dimension, perhaps too hurriedly assumed to be ‘obsolete’, can be useful also for a 
comparative reflection. As to our continent we are in the presence not only of globalization of 
educational policies, but also of their Europeanisation, due to the extent of the European 
Commission’s strategy and its Open Method of Coordination. Beyond the official distinction 
between formal, non-formal, and unformal learning, it seems European initiatives and 
programmes shape a new policy world preparing the future of education, particularly through 
different expert networks, new ways of conceptualizing knowledge, and disseminating 
standards. On these issues there is no lack of reflections and research, some of which very 
critical indeed, whose results deserve to be broadly shared and discussed, too. 

The equipping of the new generations with the tools – knowledge, skills, attitudes, and values 
– to live in a plural and interconnected world is delicate matter indeed in Europe. It is the 
issue at stake for the encounters – and at times clashes – between old and new visions and 



 

 

forms of pluralism and secularism. Around this theme are developed educational policies and 
strongly heterogeneous curricula. Such topic is linked also to the variability in young people’s 
competences and attitudes towards ‘cultural otherness’. 

Life-long learning is another question of notable importance at international level as it implies 
both a diverse temporal horizon for education and its link to the dimensions of work. And a 
different approach to the relationship between school and extra-scholastic (life-wide) 
learning is also implied. From this stems the necessity of greater investment for example in 
both the early years (ECEC) and the adult education. We might ask, however, how much has 
been done to achieve this goal, and whether it risks remaining a fascinating but largely 
unfinished project for a long time. 

Within a general rethinking of the aims and the means at the disposal of education systems, 
many papers ask whether until now enough has been done to educate towards citizenship 
and democracy and whether various national educational systems have adopted this issue 
as their core mission. 

A second group of questions derives from some crucial challenges – such as the dramatic 
deterioration of the biosphere, the climate, and the health – which impose both the necessity 
of rethinking this mission in a planetary context and redefining the ‘citizenship’ as a concept 
not merely national, but multi-level, that is ranging from global to local; and in our continent 
European, too. How deeply are our nations presently involved in the task of educating their 
citizens in terms of knowledge of global and trans-national issues? And are they striving to 
build a collective common consciousness in Europe? What help is being given in this sense 
by proposals elaborated and experiences promoted by international organizations or the EU? 

Finally, starting from infant and primary schools, what weight does citizenship education 
have in schools, what approaches are adopted and what have shown to be the most 
effective? What didactics are applied and what seem to be the most promising experiences? 
To what extent are teachers prepared and motivated and students interested in it? 
Universities and adult education should also play a role in citizenship education. What 
proposals and significant experiences can be described and examined? 

The Volume also includes contributions on the relationship between education and economic 
systems which is a classic subject of social science. During the twentieth century, the 
functionalist perspective established a close link between ‘school for the masses’ and the 
construction of individuals personalities conforming to values and social objectives. 
Professions have then become more and more specialized and therefore requiring ever more 
targeted skills. Hence, the insistence on the need to train future workers in technical and 
technological skills, as well as more recently in the ‘soft skills’ climate, increasingly 
necessary in certain sectors of the economy (Industry 4.0). The alliance between the 
functionalist perspective and the neoliberal visions finds its conceptual and practical pivot in 
the employability conceptual frame. On the other hand, since the 1970s, critical research has 
highlighted that formal education system contributes to the reproduction of inequalities, 
confirming and strengthening hierarchies and power relations between different actors of 
the economic system. These lines of investigation have underlined the weight of cultural and 
social capital in determining school performance, but also the inflation of educational 
credentials as a combined effect of mass schooling and changes in the economic system. In 
more recent times, the fragmentation of the educational and training systems, because of the 



 

 

multiplication of public and private agencies in charge of training citizens, in addition to the 
explosion of the non-formal and informal as learning places (e.g., on the Internet), challenges 
the school to maintain its primacy as a place responsible for training workers. Moreover, it 
questions its ability to continue to represent a social elevator and / or a place of social 
justice.  

The issue of the reproduction of inequalities and differential returns of educational 
qualifications fuels lively and stimulating interdisciplinary debates: economic stagnation, 
mass unemployment and job instability affect the inclusion of young generations in the labour 
market. Recently, in the context of lifelong learning policies, the relationship between training 
and work has become increasingly central, but the definition of the goals of these policies is 
not neutral: in the neoliberal mantra it is a question of guaranteeing the adaptability, 
employability and autonomy of each individual, so that one can occupy a place in society 
according to the dominant values. There is no shortage of critical voices about this 
individualistic and functionalist interpretation of the Lifelong Learning vision. On the other 
hand, even the supporters of neoliberal-inspired policies want an inclusive training offer 
(from a meritocratic perspective), as it is essential for recruiting resources and supporting 
flexible production systems focused on knowledge.  

The attention of scholars focuses on the effects of the ‘knowledge society’ in the educational 
system of European countries. In this perspective, several studies have focused attention on 
the orientation processes that contribute to the reproduction of inequalities as the students 
from the lower classes tend to orient themselves, and are oriented by their teachers, towards 
the vocational paths, stigmatized within the educational systems.  
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