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ABSTRACT 

This paper will seek to investigate and assess how and to which extent the Irish 
established in the Spanish Caribbean during the eighteenth century. Analysis will 
focus on the migratory networks which were developed by the Irishmen and 
Irishwomen who decided to leave from Ireland and from the Iberian Peninsula. The 
paper will shed light on the less known migrants and whether and how they adapted 
to the colonial society of the Spanish Caribbean, and more broadly of the Iberian 
Atlantic.  
Keywords: Caribbean, Cuba, eighteenth century, Irish, migration  

INTRODUCTION  

Irish migration to Spain during the early-modern period has received a considerable 
interest from Spanish, Irish, and other international scholars in the last two decades. 
A series of dedicated and detailed studies have analysed and demonstrated the 
existence of migratory networks which weaved Ireland with the Spanish monarchy1. 

–––––––––––– 
∗ Research for this article has been made within the operational program FEDER Andalucía 2014-2020, 
research project FEDER-UPO-1381655, “Las comunidades angloirlandesas del Caribe español durante 
la Edad Moderna.” I thank Professor Igor Pérez Tostado and Dr. Luca Codignola for the useful 
comments on this paper. 
1 For an overview of the relations between Ireland and Spain during the early-modern see Maria Begoña 
García, ed, La emigración irlandesa en el siglo XVIII, Málaga, Universidad de Málaga, 2000; Enrique 
García Hernán, Miguel Ángel de Bunes, Óscar Recio Morales, Bernardo J. García García, eds., Irlanda 
y la monarquía hispánica: Kinsale 1601-2001. Guerra, política, exilio y religión, Madrid, Universidad 
de Alcalá-Consejo Superior de Investigaciones Cientifícas, 2002; Declan M. Downey, and Julio Crespo 
MacLennan, eds., Spanish-Irish Relations Through the Ages, Dublin, Four Courts Press, 2008; Igor 
Pérez Tostado, Irish Influence at the Court of Spain in the Seventeenth Century, Dublin, Four Courts 
Press, 2008; García Hernán, Ireland and Spain in the Reign of Philip II, Dublin, Four Courts Press, 
2009; Recio Morales, Ireland and the Spanish Empire, 1600-1825, Dublin, Four Courts Press, 2010; 
Enrique García Hernán, and María del Carmen Lario de Oñate, eds., La presencia irlandesa durante 
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Within this migratory flow, which became more and more consistent from the last 
decades of the sixteenth century, three main groups emerged: the clerics, the 
merchants, and the soldiers.  

By now the historiography has unveiled how the Irish progressively became 
one of the most influential and visible migrant community amid the foreigners who 
established in Spain2. Irish migrants also migrated to the various territories 
conquered and administered by the Spanish monarchy. Yet it is only in recent times 
that this migration has been examined and viewed through the lens of a migratory 
networking in which there was a constant flow of people and ideas between Spain 
and its overseas colonies3. In the case of the Spanish Caribbean, the Irish began to 
establish there since the sixteenth century, but it was during the late seventeenth and 
eighteenth century that their presence progressively increased and consolidated. We 
must consider that Irish migration to the Spanish Caribbean has been traditionally 
overshadowed by the studies on the Irish who - forcibly or voluntary - went to 
Barbados, Jamaica or Montserrat4. A further feature of the current historiography is 
–––––––––––– 
las Cortes de Cádiz en España y América, 1812. Política, religión y guerra/The Irish Presence at the 
Cortes of Cadiz: Politics, Religion & War, Valencia, Albatros Ediciones, 2013; Edoardo de Mesa 
Gallego, The Irish in the Spanish Armies in the Seventeenth Century, Woodbridge, The Boydell Press, 
2014; Ciaran O’Scea, Surviving Kinsale. Irish Emigration and Identity Formation in Early Modern 
Spain, 1601-40, Manchester, Manchester University Press, 2015; Diego Téllez Alarcia, D. Ricardo 
Wall, aut Caesar aut nullus, Madrid, Ministerio de Defensa, Secretaría General Técnica, 2008; Téllez 
Alarcia, El ministerio Wall. La "España discreta" del "ministro olvidado", Madrid, Marcial Pons, 2012. 
2 José Javier Ruiz Ibáñez, and Igor Pérez Tostado, eds., Los exiliados del rey de España, Madrid, Fondo 
de Cultura Económica de España, 2015.  
3 Igor Pérez Tostado, and Enrique García Hernán, (eds.), Irlanda y el Atlántico Ibérico. Movilidad, 
participación e intercambio cultural (1580-1823) /Ireland and the Iberian Atlantic. Mobility, 
Involvement and Cross-Cultural Exchange (1580-1823), Valencia, Albatros Ediciones, 2010; Óscar 
Recio Morales, La comunidad irlandesa en España y la América Española, 1600-1825, Valencia, 
Albatros Ediciones, 2012; Igor Pérez Tostado, and Declan M. Downey, eds., Ireland and the Iberian 
Atlantic. Migration, Military, and Material Culture, Valencia, Albatros Ediciones, 2020.  
4 Hilary M. Beckles, “A ‘Riotus and Unruly Lot’: Irish Indentured Servants and Freemen in the English 
West Indies, 1644-1713”, William and Mary Quarterly, 47, October 1990, pp. 503-522; Donald 
Harman Akenson, If the Irish ran the World. Montserrat, 1630-1730, Montreal & Kingston, McGill-
Queen’s University Press, 1997; Sean O’Callaghan, To Hell or Barbados. The Ethnic Cleansing of 
Ireland, Dingle, Brandon, 2000; Nini Rodgers, Ireland, Slavery and Anti-Slavery: 1612-1865, 
Basingstoke, Palgrave MacMillan, 2009; Natalie A. Zaceck, Settler Society in the English Leeward 
Islands, 1670-1776, Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 2010; Orla Power, “The ‘Quadripartite 
Concern’ of St. Croix. An Irish Catholic Experiment in the Danish West Indies”, in David T. Gleeson, 
(ed.), The Irish in the Atlantic World, Columbia, The University of South Carolina Press, 2012, pp. 
213-228; Kristen Block and Jenny Shaw, “Subjects Without an Empire: The Irish in the Early Modern 
Caribbean”, Past & Present, 201, nr. 1, February 2011, pp. 33-60; Jenny Shaw, Everyday Life in the 
Early English Caribbean. Irish, Africans, and the Construction of Difference, Athens, The University 
of Georgia Press, 2013; Finola O’Keane and Ciaran O’Neill, (eds.), Ireland, Slavery and the Caribbean. 
Interdisciplinary Perspectives, Manchester, Manchester University Press, 2023; Mark S. Quintanilla, 
“‘From a Dear and Worthy Land’: Michael Kane and the Irish in the Eighteenth-Century West Indies”, 
New Hibernia Review, 13, nr. 4, winter 2009, pp. 59-76; Quintanilla, (ed.), An Irishman’s Life on the 
Caribbean Island of St. Vincent, 1787-90. The Letter Book of Attorney General Michael Keane, Dublin, 
Four Courts Press, 2019.  
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that it has concentrated on prominent individual figures who played key roles in the 
colonial administration or on specific areas with the consequent lack of a general 
synthesis on the Irish migration to the Spanish Caribbean5.  

1. The beginnings of the Irish migration to the Spanish Caribbean  

It is difficult to assess with precision when the Irish men and women began to 
migrate towards the Spanish Caribbean. What is sure is that, since the early decades 
of the sixteenth century, single figures and small groups of Irishmen and Irishwomen 
were reported to be active in the main islands under Spanish control. One of the 
earliest examples is provided by the experience of the Irish secular priest Achilles 
Holden who, since 1523, taught grammar in the cathedral of Santo Domingo and to 

–––––––––––– 
5 Igor Pérez Tostado; “La llegada de irlandeses a la frontera caribeña hispana en el siglo XVII”, in 
García Hernán, and Recio Morales, (eds.), Extranjeros en el ejército: militares irlandeses en la 
sociedad española, Madrid, Ministerio de Defensa, 2007, pp. 301-314; Pérez Tostado, “Buscando el 
amparo de los españoles?: precedentes de participación irlandesa en la estructura militar hispana en el 
Caribe (siglo XVII)”, in Juan Marchena, and Manuel Chust, Manuel (eds.), Por la fuerza de las armas: 
ejército e independencias en Iberoamérica, Castellón, Universidad Jaume I, 2008, pp. 41-61; Pérez 
Tostado, “Spanish Archives on Latin-American Irish: Sources, Perspectives and Challenges for the 
Early Modern Period”, Irish Migration Studies in Latin America, 8, nr.3, July 2014, pp. 41-60; Pérez 
Tostado, “Biografías imperiales irlandesas y trayectorias colectivas: el tormentoso y breve gobierno de 
Guillermo Murfi en isla española (1709-1711)”, in Ireland and the Iberian Atlantic, pp.461-483; Jorge 
L. Chinea, “Irish Indentured Servants, Papists and Colonists in Spanish Colonial Puerto Rico, ca. 1650-
1800”, Irish Migration Studies in Latin America, 5, nr.3, November 2007, pp. 171-181; Jorge L. Chinea, 
“Spain is the merciful heavenly body whose influence favors the Irish’: Jaime O’Daly y Blake, 
Enlightened Immigrant, Administrator and Planter in Late Bourbon-Era Puerto Rico, 1776-1806”, 
Tiempos modernos, 25, nr.2, 2012, pp. 1-33; Edwin Sierra González, “Los Power y Puerto Rico: De 
Irlandeses a criollos importados (1765-1814)”, in Ireland and the Iberian Atlantic, pp. 209-224; Jorge 
Chauca García, “Redes de poder irlandesas en América de la Ilustración: el dominio de la frontera”, in 
Óscar Recio Morales, (ed.), Redes de nación y espacios de poder la comunidad irlandesa en España y 
la América española, 1600-1825, Valencia, Albatros Ediciones, 2012, pp. 291-310; Bibiano Torres, 
Alejandro O’Reilly en las Indias, Sevilla, Escuela de Estudios Hispano Americanos, 1969; Recio 
Morales, Alejandro O’Reilly, inspector general. Poder militar, familia y territorio en el reinado de 
Carlos III, Madrid, Silex Ediciones, 2020; Helen Kelly, Irish 'Ingleses'. The Irish Immigrant Experience 
in Argentina, 1840-1920, Dublin, Irish Academic Press, 2009; Thomas Murray, The Story of the Irish 
in Argentina, Cork, Cork University Press, 2012; Tim Fanning, Paisanos. The Irish and the Liberation 
of Latin America, Notre Dame, University of Notre Dame Press, 2018; José Shane Brownrigg-Gleeson, 
“’Turbulent and Intriguing Spirits’: Irish Traders and Agents on Spain’s North American Borderlands, 
1763-1803”, in Redes de nación, pp. 311-326; Xabier Lamikiz, “No irán más encomenderos y 
comerciantes extranjeros en el Perú virreinal (1740-1780)”, in op.cit. pp. 327-344; Margaret Brehony 
and Nuala Finnegan, (eds.), Irlanda y Cuba. Historias entretejidas/Ireland & Cuba. Entangled 
Histories, La Habana, Ediciones Boloña, 2019; Ryan Dominic Crewe, “Brave New Spain: an 
Irishman’s Independence Plot in Seventeenth-Century Mexico”, Past & Present, 207, nr. 1, 2010, pp. 
53-87; Jorge Chauca García, “Ambrosio O’Higgins: paradigma militar y gobernante en la América 
Meridional del setecientos”, in Jornadas Nacionales de Historia Militar, Milicia y sociedad ilustrada 
en España y América (1750-1800). Seville, 11-15 de noviembre de 2002, Madrid, Deimos, 2003, I, pp. 
481-500.  
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whom the Spanish crown granted 30.000 maravedí for his annual support6. A further 
indication of this Irish clerical presence were Francis Marron and Richard Arthur - 
two seculars - who administered the parish of San Augustine from 1594 to 16067. 
Irish presence in the Iberian Atlantic spanned from the Caribbean to the Amazon’s 
basin where, in 1612, two Irish traders, James and Philip Purcelle, founded a colony 
which, despite changing fortunes, lasted until 16318. Despite the absence of precise 
data, Irish historian Louis Cullen has suggested that from the 1630s, at least 100 Irish 
migrants - mainly indentured servants - left annually Ireland to establish in the 
Caribbean, and specifically in the islands under English control that is Antigua, 
Barbados, Montserrat, Nevis and St. Kitts9. Yet Cullen’s estimates neglect to include 
the islands under Spanish control in which also the Irish began to migrate.   

Compared to their presence in the English islands, the Irish who moved to the 
Spanish Caribbean in the first half of the seventeenth century seemed less numerous. 
Moreover, their arrival there did not follow the forced path of the indentured 
servants, but they rather fitted within one the three migrant groups previously 
mentioned. John Murphy Geraldin belonged to the group of soldiers enrolled in the 
Spanish army. In 1636, he asked to be granted permission to leave for Santo 
Domingo with a servant 10. Geraldin’s experience in Santo Domingo proved to be 
rewarding as he joined the Spanish forces there and subsequently distinguished 
himself as a good soldier in the 1650s, when the French conquered half of the 
island11. Another example of an Irishman who arrived in the Spanish Caribbean 
following his enrolment in the Spanish army was Juan Duany, whose father was a 
native from Connacht. In 1665 he arrived at Santiago de Cuba where he took part in 
the construction of the city’s fortification works12.  

–––––––––––– 
6 Archivo General de Indias [AGS], Indiferente, leg.420, L.9, ff .95v, 97v-98r.  
7 John A. Silke, “The Irish Abroad, 1534-1691 in the Age of Counter-Reformation”, in T.W. Moody, 
F. X. Martin, and F.J. Byrne, (eds.), A New History of Ireland. III: Early-Modern Ireland, 1534-1691, 
Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1976, p. 631; David B. Quinn, Ireland & America. Their Early Associations, 
1500-1640, Liverpool, Liverpool University Press, 1991.  
8 On the Irish settlement on the Amazon’s River see Aubrey Gwynn, SJ, “Gwynn, “An Irish Settlement 
on the Amazon, 1612-1629”, Proceedings of the Royal Irish Academy, sect. C, 41, 1932, pp. 1-54; for 
a recent analysis on this settlement see Joyce Lorimer, (ed.), English and Irish Settlements on the River 
Amazon, 1550-1646, London, Hakluyt Society, 1989.  
9 Kenneth Gordon Davies, The North Atlantic World in the Seventeenth Century, Minneapolis, 
University of Minneapolis Press, 1974, 39-45; Hilary McD. Beckles, “The ‘Hub of Empire’: The 
Caribbean and Britain in the Seventeenth Century”, in Nicholas Canny, (ed.), The Oxford History of 
the British Empire, I: The Origins of Empire. British Overseas Enterprise to the Close of the 
Seventeenth Century, Oxford, Oxford University Press, 1998, 220–222; Louis Cullen, “The Irish 
Diaspora of the Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries”, in Nicholas Canny, (ed.), Europeans on the 
Move. Studies on European Migration, 1500–1800, Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1994, pp. 113-149.  
10 AGI, Indiferente, leg. 2077, n.283; AGI, Contratacion, leg. 5417, n.47.  
11 AGI, Indiferente, leg. 115, n.28; AGI, Patronato, leg.273, R.4; AGI, Patronato, leg.273, R.7; AGI, 
Patronato, leg.273, R.8; AGI, Santo Domingo, leg.58, R.3, n.27.  
12 Rafael Fernández Moya, “The Irish Presence in the History and Place Names of Cuba”, in Irish 
Migration Studies in Latin America, 5, nr.3, November 2007, p. 189; for a more detailed analysis of 
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Geraldin’s migrant experience can be reconstructed as there is enough evidence 
to track when he left from Spain and his subsequent activity in the Caribbean. In 
other cases, there is a dearth of details on how and when the Irish migrants arrived 
in the Spanish colonies and how they integrated into the colonial society. The case 
of Mary O’Neill demonstrates this aspect. What emerges from her experience is that 
the Irish migratory pattern in the Iberian Atlantic during the first decades of the 
seventeenth century could include single men but also married couples. The 
documentation illustrates that, in 1644, the Irish woman was in Cartagena where she 
informed Gonzalo Jiménez Coronel, the local vice-governor, of the death of her 
husband Cornelio Cornelius13.  

Within the Irish migratory networks in the Iberian Atlantic, we must include 
the members of the regular and secular clergy. While for the former there are much 
more details which provide a detailed estimate on their numerical consistency - like 
the nine Irish Jesuits recorded to be active in the Spanish dominions of Central and 
South America during the seventeenth century - the figures for the latter are still a 
guess. A further problem is to trace their departure and their activity once they 
arrived in New Spain14.  A tangible example is that of Andrew Lynch, a secular priest 
from Galway whose hispanized name was Andrés Lince. According to the will, 
Lynch died in 1679 in the town of Quezaltenango, in the diocese of Chiapas and his 
assets were reclaimed by the Irish College of Seville where he had been ordained at 
mid-September of 165615.  

Beyond those who migrated directly from Spain, there were cases of Irish 
migrants who arrived from the English islands in order to flee from the harsh 
working conditions in the sugar plantations. Following a path established by 
Amerindians, this type of migration involved both African slaves and indentured 
servants like Joseph Marques, an Irishman, who in 1688 escaped from the British 
Virgin Islands to establish in Puerto Rico16.  

All the above experiences indicate how, throughout the seventeenth century, 
Irish migration within the Iberian Atlantic did not follow an homogeneous pattern 
and was numerically less consistent compared to the flows directed to the English 
–––––––––––– 
Juan Murphy Geraldin see the forthcoming article of Igor Pérez Tostado.  
13 AGI, Escribania, leg.573A, 1644; for a more detailed analysis of Cornelio Cornelius see Nicole von 
Germeten, “Who was Captain Cornelio Cornelius”, in Redes de nacion, pp. 277-290.  
14 The nine Jesuits were divided in the following way: Michael Wadding, John Vasquez, Stephen Font, 
Cornelius Guillerag, active in Mexico; Francis Lee, Robert Kyne, and Thomas Lewis active in Nuevo 
Reino; Thomas Field and Thomas Browne active in Paraguay. Lee sailed for New Spain on 11 June 
1626, while Thomas Brown left for Paraguay on 30 November 1674. See John MacEarlean, SJ, Irish 
Jesuits in Foreign Missions. From 1574 to 1773, Dublin, Dollard Printinghouse, 1930, pp. 3-14; Gustín 
Galán García, El “Oficio de Indias” de Sevilla y la organización económica y misional de la Compaña 
de Jesús (1566-1767), Sevilla, Fundacion Fondo de Cultura de Sevilla, 1995, pp. 242, 276.  
15 AGI, Contratacion, leg. 461; AGI, Contratacion, leg.461, n.1, r.2; Silke, “The Irish College, Seville”, 
Archivium Hibernicum, 24, 1961, p. 137.  
16 Jorge Luis Chinea, “Irish Indentured Servants, Papists, and Colonists in Spanish Colonial Puerto 
Rico, ca. 1650-1800”, Irish Migration Studies in Latin America, 5, nr.3, November 2007, p. 173.  
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Caribbean. Yet, between the end of the seventeenth century and the onset of the 
eighteenth century the Spanish Caribbean progressively became more and more 
important in the Irish migratory networks.  

2. The consolidation of the Irish migratory network during the eighteenth 
century 

With the beginning of the eighteenth century the Irish migratory pattern expanded 
thanks to the new role acquired by Cadiz. In 1717, the Spanish crown decided to 
transfer from Seville to Cadiz the Casa de Contración and the Consulado. This 
decision inevitably reinforced the commercial and political role of the city in which 
a growing number of foreign traders began to establish. In the case of the of Irish, 
their arrival and establishment in this city represented a further extension of their 
migratory networks with Spain, and particularly with Andalucía where Irish and 
English traders had been active since the early sixteenth century17. Between 1709 
and 1713 the presence of foreigners in Cadiz capable to contribute to the payment of 
taxes increased from 610 to 803. The Irish played the lion’s share in the community 
coming from the British Isles with fourteen padrones in 1709 who increased to 
twenty-one in 172118. Further evidence indicates that in 1709 there were twenty-one 

–––––––––––– 
17 Martin, Murphy, “Irish Merchants and Clerics at Seville, 1592-1614”, in Irlanda y la monarquía 
hispánica, pp. 485-489; Maria Begoña Villar Garcia, “Los Irlandeses en la Andalucía del siglo XVIII”, 
in Maria Begoña Villar Garcia, (ed.), La emigración irlandesa en el siglo XVIII, Málaga, Universidad 
de Málaga, 2000, pp. 245-274; Manuel Fernández Chaves and Mercedes Gamero Rojas, “A Description 
of the Irish in Seville. Merchants of the Eighteenth Century”, in Irish Migration Studies in Latin 
America, 5, no.2, 2007, pp. 106-111; Maria Grove Gordillo and Mercedes Gamero Rojas, “La colonia 
mercantil inglesa de Sevilla en una época de transición (1660-1666)”, in Cristina Bravo Lozano and 
Fernando Quiles, (eds.), Lady Ann y el embajador viajan a Sevilla (Primavera de 1664), Santiago de 
Compostela, Andavira Editora, 2022, pp.197-217; Maria Grove Gordillo, “El papel de la comunidad 
mercantil inglesa en la industria del jabón en el Reino de Sevilla”, in Juan José Iglesias Rodríguez and 
Isabel Mª Melero Muñoz, (eds.), Hacer Historia Moderna. Líneas actuales y futuras de investigación. 
V Encuentro de Jóvenes Investigadores de la FEHM, Sevilla, 4 y 5 de julio de 2019. Universidad de 
Sevilla, Sevilla, Editorial Universidad de Sevilla, 2020, pp. 346-361; Maria Grove Gordillo, 
“Mercaderes ingleses en Sevilla: la liquidación de la empresa comercial de Tomás Mallart, 1523”, in 
Cristina Borreguero Beltrán, Óscar R. Melgosa Oter, Ángela Pereda López, and Asunción Retortillo 
Atienza, (eds.), A la sombra de las catedrales: cultura, poder y guerra, Burgos, Servicio de 
Publicaciones e Imagen Institucional Universidad de Burgos, 2021, pp. 1881-1894; Manuel F. 
Fernández Chaves, and Mercedes Gamero Rojas, “La colonia Británica en Sevilla y su evolución entre 
1690 y 1729. ¿Nuevos agentes, antiguas prácticas?”, in Antonio José Rodríguez Hernández, Julio 
Arroyo Vozmediano, Juan A. Sánchez Belén, (eds.,), Comercio, guerra, y finanzas en una época en 
transición (siglos XVII-XVIII), Valladolid, Castilla Ediciones, 2017, pp. 347-384; For an overall 
analysis of the Anglo-Irish Catholic merchant networks see Giada Pizzoni, British Catholic Merchants 
in the Commercial Age, 1670-1714, Woodbridge, The Boydell Press, 2020.  
18 Maria Guadalupe Carrasco González, “La colonia británica de Cádiz entre 1650 y 1720”, in Pablo 
Fernández Albaladejo, (ed.), Monarquía, imperio y pueblos en la España moderna. Actas de la IV 
Reunión Científica de la Asociación Española de Historia Moderna. Alicante, 27-30 de mayo de 1996, 
Alicante, Caja de Ahorros del Mediterráneo-Publicaciones de la Universidad de Alicante, 1997, pp. 
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heads of Irish families who passed to 128 in 1791. Though the French and the 
Genovese could boast a much higher number in Cadiz, the Irish were the second 
foreign merchants’ group who obtained naturalization to participate in the Spanish 
trade from 1700 to 1787. Indeed, during those years, the Consulado de Cádiz, an 
official body which oversaw trade with the Indies, granted naturalization to fourteen 
Irish traders19. Prominent Irish merchant families based in Cadiz - like those owned 
by the Butler, Carew, Malone, Power, Strange, and Terrys - became more and more 
involved in the trading with the Iberian Atlantic, and consequently asked permission 
to transfer to the colonies20. A proof was the request made - at mid-September of 
1752 - by John Adrian Power, mentioned as a merchant from Cadiz, to be granted 
permission to leave for Veracruz. In his letter, Power asked to extend the permission 
to his brother, and to his two Spanish servants21.  

The growth of Cadiz combined with the importance of Cuba within the Spanish 
Caribbean and the Iberian Atlantic. Throughout the eighteenth century, the island’s 
economy increased thanks to its three main activities: sugar, tobacco and the military 
shipyard of La Havana22. In 1713, following one of the conditions of the Treaty of 
Utrecht, Spain ceded the monopoly of the slave trade to England23. Given its strategic 
importance in the slave trade, Cuba began to attract Irish migrants who viewed the 
island as a place for improving their economical and social conditions. Richard 
–––––––––––– 
331-337; Maria del Carmen Lario de Oñate, La colonia mercantil británica e irlandesa en Cádiz a 
finales del siglo XVIII, Cádiz, Servicio de Publicaciones Universidad de Cádiz, 2000; Fernando 
Toscano de Puelles, “Clausulas Pias Testamentarias de Originarios Irlandeses en Cadiz”, Hidalguia, 
130, mayo/junio 1975, pp. 481-484.  
19 Julian Walton, “Census records for the Irish in eighteenth-century Cádiz”, The Irish Genealogist, 6, 
1985, pp.748-756; Samuel Fannin, “The Irish Community in Eighteenth-Century Cádiz”, in Thomas 
O’Connor and Mary Ann Lyons, (eds.), Irish Migrants in Europe after Kinsale, 1602-1820, Dublin, 
Four Courts Press, 2003, pp. 138-139; Catia Brilli, Genovese Trade and Migration in the Spanish 
Atlantic, 1700-1830, Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 2016.  
20 Fannin, “Carew, Langton, and Power, an Irish Trading House in Cadiz, 1745-1761”, in Maria Begoña 
Villar Garcia and P. Pezzi Cristóbal, (eds.), Los extranjeros en la España moderna. Actas del I coloquio 
internacional. Málaga 28-30 de noviembre de 2002, Málaga, Portadilla, 2003, I, pp. 347-352; 
Fannin,“The Irish Community”, pp. 137-138; Lourdes Márquez Carmona, “Historia de los Butler: Una 
familia irlandesa de mercaderes en Cádiz y el espacio atlántico en los siglos XVIII y XIX”, in Ireland 
and the Iberian Atlantic, pp. 125-146; Beatrix García -Álvarez de la Villa and Kevin Terry, “Terrys in 
Spain and Latin-America: Exile and Rise of an Irish Merchant Family”, in Estudios Irlandeses, 11, 
2016, pp. 69-81.  
21 AGI, Contratacion, leg. 5494, n.3, R.50.  
22 Allan Kuethe, Cuba, 1753-1815. Crown, Military, and Society, Knoxville, University of Tennessee 
Press, 1986; Kuethe, “Havana in the Eighteenth Century”, in F.W. Knight and P.K. Liss, (eds.), Atlantic 
Port Cities: Economy, Culture, and Society in the Atlantic World, 1650-1850, Knoxville, The 
University of Tennessee Press, 1991, pp. 13-39; Douglas G. Inglis, “The Spanish Naval Shipyard at 
Havana in the Eighteenth Century”, in Selected Papers from the 5th Naval History Symposium, 
Baltimore, The Nautical Aviation and Publishing Company of America, 1985, pp.47-58.  
23 Virginia Léon Sanz and Niccolò Guasti, “The Treaty of Asiento between Spain and Great-Britain”, 
in Antonella Alimento and Koen Stapelbroek, (eds.), The Politics of Commercial Treaties in the 
Eighteenth Century. Balance of Power, Balance of Trade, Basingstoke, Palgrave MacMillan, 2017, pp. 
151-172.  
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O’Farrill was one of those Irishmen who succeeded to integrate in the colonial 
society of Cuba. In 1720 he married a woman, named Arriola, who belonged to an 
aristocratic family of La Havana. In 1722 obtained Spanish citizenship which 
allowed him to have licence to trade in the island. A further indication of his social 
rise is provided by the permission - granted in 1730 - through which O’Farrill could 
move a group of almost 300 African slaves from Jamaica to Cuba in order to implant 
a sugar plantation24.  

O’Farrill’s experience well exemplifies how a foreigner could integrate in the 
colonial society thanks to the marriage with an important member of the upper 
society. Other Irishmen and Irishwomen succeeded to establish in Cuba but through 
different networks and with different levels of integration like Helen Josef Lynch. In 
the early 1690s she wrote to the governor of Cuba to denounce that a Spanish captain 
- named José López de Carvajal - had illuded her with a false promise of wedding. 
The woman accounted that she had arrived in Cuba with de Carvajal, who was a 
smuggler from Cadiz25. By contrast to the case of Helen Josef Lynch, other Irish 
migrants demonstrated to adapt and integrate with a certain ease in the Cuban society 
like John Patrick Duany - whose Hispanized name was Juan Patricio Duany - a priest 
of the diocese of Santiago de Cuba. In 1748 he was eulogized for his merits and 
services. The document also mentioned that he was the son of Ambrosio Duany - a 
Irishman and likely a descendant of the John Duany arrived in the 1660s - and Teresa 
de Alvear y Cereceda26.  

Though it is difficult to identify a well-defined pattern, throughout the 
eighteenth century a certain number of Irish migrating within the Iberian Atlantic 
tended to move with their families. The experience of Cornelius Coppinger, an 
Irishman, is emblematic from this point of view. Indeed, at mid-May of 1767, he 
obtained the licence to embark for Cuba with his wife, his brother-in-law - both from 
La Havana -, a creole man, and four African slaves27. Likely their migration could 
have been favoured by another member of that family - a certain Joseph William 
Coppinger, mentioned as a docker of Puerto de Santa Maria - to whom it was granted 
permission to leave for New Spain in 172528. The departure of entire family groups 
was also connected to the offices which were obtained by a single figure. This 
unfolded in 1764 when Luke Wadding and Geraldin, an Irishman, was appointed 
alcade mayor - regional magistrate - of Guazacualco in today’s Mexico29. Another 

–––––––––––– 
24 AGI, Indiferente, leg., 445, L.41, ff. 142-145; Fernández Moya, “The Irish Presence in the History”, 
p. 190; José Manuel Serrano Álvarez and Allan.J. Kuethe, “La familia O’Farrill y la élite habanera”, in 
Manuela Cristina García Bernal, Luis Navarro García, and Julián B. Ruiz Rivera, (eds.), Elites urbanas 
en Hispanoamérica de la conquista a la independencia, Sevilla, Universidad de Sevilla, 2005, pp. 203-
212.  
25 AGI, Santo Domingo, leg. 111, R.2, n.67.  
26 AGI, Indiferente, leg.232, n.3; AGI, Indiferente, leg.235, n.19.  
27 AGI, Contratacion, leg.5510, nr.1, R.30.  
28 AGI, Contratacion, leg. 5475, nr. 2, R.19.  
29 AGI, Contratacion, leg.5507, n1., R. 23.  
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eloquent case was that of Francisca de Paula de Brikdale who, in 1787, obtained the 
licence for embarking to La Havana with her servant - another Irishman - named 
Juan Beard. The document clearly stated that the Irishwoman was the wife of 
Bernard O’Loughlin, captain of the Hibernia regiment30. 

We must consider that the Irish migratory network to Cuba was not only 
characterized by people who arrived and settled there but also by people who decided 
to return to Spain or Ireland. A peculiar feature of this migration was that it involved 
soldiers, members of the colonial administration, and clerics like - to name one - 
Andrew Darcy. This latter had served as chaplain of the regiment Hibernia in Cuba 
and in 1784 obtained permission to return to Ireland, passing before through Spain31.  

For other Irish priests Cuba was instead a transfer point through which they 
would pass to other locations. Evidence of this is found in a permission - dated early 
May of 1787 - to embark for La Havana to William Savage, Michel Lamport, 
Gregory White, and Constantine MacKenna. In the document the four Irishmen were 
mentioned as parish priests who were meant to go to eastern Florida to serve as parish 
priests. Their subsequent activity was characterized by mobility and by a constant 
need of financial resources, two features which were well-known to the Irish secular 
clergy in Ireland and on continental Europe. Indeed, according to a relation of the 
Florida’s governor dated 1790, Lamport died in Mobile where he devoted himself to 
the care of his fellow countrymen32. MacKenna was active in the parish at Tanbecbe 
- Alabama - from where, in 1791, he was transferred to Mobile. At mid-May of 1801, 
Luis Ignatius Peñalver y Cárdenas (1749-1810), bishop of New Orleans, granted him 
permission to transfer to Bayou Sara33. The information on the other two indicate 
that, in 1792, Savage and White were active in New Orleans after its cession to Spain 
following the treaty of Fontainebleau of 176234. The document - a relation written 
by Francisco Luis Héctor de Carondelet (1748-1807), governor of Louisiana and 
Western Florida from 1791 to 1797 - accounted that both the two priests received an 
annual salary of forty pesos, a sum that, according to him, could be increased to sixty 
in the case of Savage35. A further demonstration of how the Irish priests moved with 
a certain ease between the Spanish Caribbean and North America is provided by the 
secular priest Thomas Hasset who, in early February of 1779, made a formal request 
to transfer - together with another priest named Miguel O’Reilly - to La Havana. In 

–––––––––––– 
30 AGI, Contratacion, leg. 5531, n.4, R.15.  
31 AGI, Contratacion, leg.5530, nr.3, R.18; on the Irish regiment Hibernia see Stephen McGarry, The 
Irish Brigades Abroad. From the Wild Geese to the Napoleonic Wars, Cheltenham, The History Press, 
2013.  
32 AGI, Santo Domingo, leg. 2555.  
33 Archives of the diocese of Louisiana and Florida, 1792, 1801, consulted on-line at 
https://archives.nd.edu/mano/18010518.htm.  
34 Robert D. Bush, The Louisiana Purchase. A Global Context, New York-London, Routledge, 2014.  
35 AGI, Santo Domingo, leg. 2560.  



  Matteo Binasco 1902 

1803 Hasset was reported to be in New Orleans, while O’Reilly served as parish 
priest of St. Augustine36.   

The turbulent revolutionary events which shattered the Atlantic world between 
the last decades of the eighteenth century and the first decades of the nineteenth 
century seemed to have little impact on the Irish migratory network which continued 
to be characterized by a steady flow of single figures as well as of family groups. 
Cuba seemed not the only destination for the Irish migrants who were eager to 
improve their conditions thanks to the opportunities offered by the sugar industry 
and agriculture. Indeed, some Irish tried to establish in Trinidad and to implant 
farms, but, in some cases, their efforts proved failing due to the lack of adequate 
resources like the experience of Dario Fitzgerald a citizen of Cork. Arrived at 
Trinidad in 1788 with no means of support and an adequate number of slaves, he 
was forced leave the island in 1789 to before go to Louisiana37.   

If for some migrants - like Fitzgerald - the Spanish Caribbean proved to be a 
disappointing and short-lived experience, instead for others it was seen as the last 
resource for escaping a context of slender chances through the help of a family’s 
network. The example of Miguel O’Kearney demonstrates how the presence of a 
family member in the Spanish Caribbean was a powerful means to overcome a series 
of harsh problems in Europe. In his request for a passport change. Into, O’Kearney 
declared that he was an Irish merchant from Alicante since 1770. Due to a series of 
financial problems, he could not settle in Europe, and thus was obliged to accept an 
offer from his uncle - David Nagle - who was a rich slaveowner in La Havana38.  

Fitzgerald’s case illustrates - one more time - the capacity of the Irish to rely on 
a familiar network through which the migrants could move from one location to 
another with a certain facility. This combined with the prominent positions reached 
by some Irish merchants in the Caribbean. Hardly surprising, after the conclusion of 
the War of American Independence, some Irish merchants succeeded to expand their 
range of operations and to obtain key roles for the Spanish crown39. A telling 
example was that of Juan Leamy, an Irish trader, who, in early October of 1796, 
obtained the licence to transfer to Philadelphia where he would work with the 
Spanish ambassador there. In 1818 he requested - by way of compensation for his 
work - to be granted lands in Puerto Rico. The request clearly stated that the 
concession of lands would allow Leamy’s son to establish on the island40.  

At the beginning of the nineteenth century the pattern of Irish migration to the 
Spanish Caribbean underwent a series of deep changes. In Cuba the growing number 
–––––––––––– 
36 AGI, Contratacion, leg. 5524, n.3, R.8; AGI, Cuba, leg. 1319; AGI, Cuba, leg.612C;  
Archives of the diocese of Louisiana and Florida, 1803, consulted on-line at 
https://archives.nd.edu/mano/18031007.htm.  
37 AGI, Estado, leg.66, n.7.  
38 AGI, Indiferente, leg.2134, n.19.  
39 For an analysis of the Irish trade between the seventeenth century and the late eighteenth century see 
Thomas M. Truxes, Irish-American Trade, 1660-1783, Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 1988.  
40 AGI, Santo Domingo, leg. 2668, ff. 341rv-342r; AGI, Estado, leg. 17, n.28 (1) (2).  
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of African slaves brought a widespread fear amid the planters - some of whom of 
Irish origin - who began to petition the Spanish crown for implementing plans to 
increase the “white” population of the island. In 1818 the Spanish authorities decided 
to promote plans for attracting non Spanish - albeit Catholic - migrants to settle in 
Cuba. The Irish fitted well in this group. Between 1818 and 1819 166 Irish colonists 
arrived on the island, a small portion of the 10.000 colonists who would enter Cuba 
in the between 1820 and 182141. The promise of support combined with the 
concession of lands attracted groups of Irish families who mainly came from 
Baltimore, New Orleans, and Philadelphia. The request made by Robert Fitzgerald 
to the Spanish authorities in 1827 illustrates well how the Irish viewed the 
opportunities offered by Cuba. In his letter, Fitzgerald solicited to be granted the 
exclusive right to introduce steam machines for cutting wood in the jurisdictions of 
La Habana, Matanzas, and Nuevitas42. Fitzgerald’s request thus epitomizes how the 
Irish migrants in nineteenth century-Cuba played a seminal role in the new colonial 
strategies developed by the Spanish authorities for the economic development of the 
island.  

4. Conclusion 

During the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, the pattern of Irish migration to the 
Spanish Caribbean and more broadly within the Iberian Atlantic had ebbs and flows. 
If in the seventeenth century this movement seemed to be characterized by 
individuals who followed different personal trajectories, during the eighteenth 
century a growing number of Irishmen migrated with their families. Inevitably the 
possibility to rely on family members who had succeeded to integrate in the 
economic and social pattern of the colonial society facilitated the migratory process 
like in the case of Miguel O’Kearney and his uncle. This migratory pattern revealed 
how the movement of these people fitted within a precise familiar strategy in which 
the primary aim was to gain a prominent position in the colonial world. On the other 
side, there were cases in which Irishmen and - particularly Irishwomen - settled in 
Cuba but, like Helen Josef Lynch, seemed to be on the margins of the colonial 
society. Thus their decision to leave for the Caribbean has to be seen as the last 
resource in their hands.   

However, it remains problematic to assess the capacity and level of integration 
of the Irish migrants - except prominent well-studied figures like Alexander 
O’Reilly, Ambrogio O’Higgins or Jaime O’Daly - as the sources tend to provide few 
details on their personal lives. Yet, given the richness of the Spanish and Latin-

–––––––––––– 
41 Margaret Brehony, “Ethnic Whitening Processes and the Politics of Race, Labour, and National 
Identity in Colonial Cuba: A Case Study of Irish Immigrants (1818-1845)”, in Irlanda y Cuba, pp. 100-
102.  
42 AGI, Ultramar, leg.160, n.60.  
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American repositories, there are hopefully ample possibilities to unveil the dust on 
the unknown Irish migrants - who were the majority - and to discover whether they 
remained wandering presences or if they became established members of the 
complex and multi-layered society of the Iberian Atlantic.  
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